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5 low Low, when completed,
will knock an hour off the four-
to f ive-hour div ing time be
tween the Valley of the Sun and
the Round Valley area.

Sam Udall, a Round Valley
rancher whose family has run
cattle along the Little Colorado
for more than 100 years, says
he fears his lifestyle is in jeop-
ardy.

"it used to be that the Round
Valley area was so inaccessible
that it was full of outlaws,'
Udall said. "I can remember
the sign leading into Greer
which said 'Population 13.' But,
boy, those were the good old
days

Wink Crigler and other members of the South Fork Coalition
talk about the proposed development at South Fork Canyon.

IALJGDJIQ \,\JLuJL_y \l).AA\¢A.\4A.u s-rL4.A\.A1

Nutrioso residents already
have been embroiled in an on-
going controversy over a pro- .
posed self-storage develop-
ment within the community,
resident Nora Mohr said.

But that may be only the tip
of the iceberg, said Milton Ol-
lerton, Apache County's plan-
ning and zoning director.

"There's a lot of very attrac-
tive land that could be de-
veloped: 8,000 acres in that Nu-
trioso area and 9,600 acres
around Alpine," Fullerton said.
"It's all a matter of what the
market will be here in the fu-
ture."

Big plans for Edgar The road to the future
Getting there from the Val-

ley will be a lot easier.
Step 1 was the recent com-

pletion of the four-lane Beeline
Highway from Mesa to Pay
son. Step 2 is the expansion of
Arizona 260 to four lanes be-
tween Payson and Hebert
Overgaard, which is to be com-
pleted by about 2015, said
Doug Nintzel of the state De-
partment of Transportation.
"l\1rn lanes also are scheduled
to be added to 260 between He-
ber-Overgaard and Show Low.

"The improvements can't
happen fast enough for most
people," Nintzel said.

that his property has been re-
peatedly vandalized. In turn,
he built a pigpen on property
he owns along a dirt road to
Crigler's ranch house and
placed a sign on the pen saying
that one of the pigs inside is
named "Wink,"

Johnson, who refused --,
comment about his develop-
ment, then wrote a letter to the
editor of the local newspaper,
the White Mountain Independ-
ent, threatening his opponents,
whose attacks, he said, have es-
calated into "malicious, slan-
derous and libelous accusa-
tions that must, and will, be
halted.'

John Planteen, an Eagar real
estate agent, said he questions
the economic wisdom of such a
large development in the area
because two other Round Val-
ley developments have at-
tracted little interest and more
than 100 homes already are on
the market in Eagar.

take place.
"The consulting f irm

wanted to know if the sewer
district could handle 300 to 400
more homes on its present sys-
tem," said Ray Stanley, a coali-
tion organizer.

"Why would anyone even
make the trade i f  the land
wasn't going to be developed?

"People up here are pretty
upset about this, and some
think that it is already a done
deal?

But Bob Dyson, spokesman
for Apache-Sitgreaves -
Springerville, said that he has
seen no evidence that the land
would be subdivided and that
the real issue is "what's the
county planning and zoning go-
ing to do about that area 20
years down the road?"

Reach the reporter at (602)
444-8057.

Proposed Band swap
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The present is rife with con-
troversy in the Edgar area.

Developer George Johnson
of Phoenix wants the State
Land Department to accept his
plan to sell about 1,000 prefab-
ricated homes and cabins,
build a recreational vehicle
area and add amenities like a
snow play area along a nearly
5-mile swath of the Little Colo-
rado south of Arizona 260.

Johnson's most recent plan,
discussed at a town meeting in
November, is to lease parts of
two state sections of land west
of Eagar and buy two private
sections.

He also wants Eager to an-
nex the area. That has led to re-
cent, volatile Town Council
meetings, with the majority of
the council and business own-
ers backing the developer and
many town residents opposed.

The state Game and Fish De-
partment and Rocky Mountain
Elk Foundation also oppose the
development because they
fear it will cut off big-game mi-
gration routes.

Still other opponents, like
Wink Crigler, a longtime
rancher in the South Fork area,
are taking action.

Crigler, who has formed an
unlikely "Save South Fork" al
liane with environmental
groups, said that Johnson
asked her in July 2001 if she
would sell her ranch and that
she responded with an em-
phatic "no.'

"Then, he asked if I needed
partners, and I said 'no' again.
So he said he would force me
out and called me an ignorant
bullhead," Crigler said. inSecond apP Purim?
The first salvo §

We ~;
. -v 88

That was the first salvo in a
round of  recriminations in
which Johnson has claimed

oc'lL'i2 homes mea* flrnpr
isn't expected to be a problem.
But the intentions of Herb Ow~
ens of Greer I main a mystery.
He has proposed swapping
parcels near Big Lake and
along the Black and Blue riv-
ers for Forest Service land in
the Greer area. Owens' prop-
erty is all south of Greer and is
within the Apache»Sitgreaves
National Forests

Owens, who did not respond
to messages left at his home,
has repeatedly said he does not
intend to develop the area if
the land trade goes through.

But members of the Greer
Coalition, a group opposing the
land exchange, said they re-
ceived a copy of a letter last
month sent by a consulting
firm representing Owens to
the local sewer district that In
dictated development could
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